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confidence that had belm tilt thn WIlli!
Sandy struck at the bitter' !'11{!or (Jclnllor. HlId

by the time Decembor rolled around, tho
Kennedys, the Firriolos and many hard-hit
people on Harbor Court had rallied around the
kinship born of the storm: .

"Every year Fred has this Christmas party,"
nnedy recalled. "He would dress up in his ver-
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As Kennedy helped Pli-riol0 prep for a photo,

removing a sawdusty scarf from around his
neck, the builder smiled and looked up at his
neighbor turned friend.

"This is my 15minutes, right Joe?" he said.
"The women are going to be flocking, Fred,"

Kennedy replied, grinning. "You'll have to beat
them away from the door."

"I know My wife is going to get jealous."

hip restores Merrick home
By scorr BRINTON
sbrinton@llllerald.com -------------------

On a recent Thursday at 8p.m., Glenn and Kim Greenberg of south Mer-
rick were kicking back in their downstairs family room, enjoying Italian
ices and coffees with contractor Oscar Garcia of Rockville Centre, who
restored their split-level home after its lower level was inundated by four
feet of saltwater during Hurricane Sandy.

The room was freshly painted in tan, with a chocolate-colored couch for
sitting. The carpet was crisp and clean. And there was a shiny new washer
and dryer in the adjacent laundry room.
. The Greenbergs smiled and laughed as they recalled the past six months

with Garcia. The celebratory scene, though, belied the terision and grief
that the Greenbergs felt in Sandy's wake. Without Garcia, they say,they are
unsure how they would have gotten through it all.

"Initially, it was overwhelming," Kim Greenberg said. "We had a lot of
contractors come. Oscar seemed honest, sincere, like a real guy,not a sales-
man."

Greenberg, who was consumed by worry in the weeks after Sandy, said
Garcia's soft-spoken, easygoing demeanor assured her that everything
would be OK in the end; that her home's downstairs, which had to be ripped
apart to remove soaked drywall and insulation, could - and would =: be
put back together.

"I know there's been a lot of nightmares," Greenberg said. ''A lot of con-
tractors weren't that nice, and they were overpriced." Garcia, on the other
hand, "had your interests in mind," she said.

"He was reasonably priced," Glenn Greenberg said. ''Anything you want-
, ed to do, he never said no. He's a gentleman. He's a real family man: With a

contractor, you need a trusting relationship _.. It was a traumatic experi-
ence, buthe made it tolerable. I ask a lot of questions. Oscar never made me
feel like I was bothering him." He added that Garcia brought in "top-notch"
drywallers, plumbers and electricians to complete the work.

Like so many contractors, Garcia, who has owned Stripes Contracting
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Scott Brinton/Herald
GLENN GREENBERG, left, and his wife, Kim, were in dire straits
after their south Merrick home was flooded during Hurricane.
Sandy. Contractor Oscar Garcia, center, put it back together.

Corporation for 24 years, worked seven days a week juggling multiple jobs
after Sandy,many of them complex. Planning often had to be done on the fly.
The work began to slow only within the past two weeks.

"It's been exhausting," Garcia said. "But it's been rewarding. Besides the
money, I got to meet people."

With the Greenbergs, he said, "I felt a lot of trust. When you trust some-
one, and you're trusted back, it's a reciprocal thing." .
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ut of Nassau
County as a whole.

500+
Number of volun-
teer agencies
involved in the
recovery effort.

$8
million

Dollars lost in ticket
sales when nearly
50 Broadway
shows went dark for
three days.

200·
Approximate num-
ber of deaths
caused by Sandy in
more than seven
countries. Around
150 deaths on the
U.S. mainland were
attributed to the
storm.

8.5
million

Homes lost power
after Sandy. Black-
outs were reported in
16 states and as far
away as Michigan.
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